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Chuin Wee Lim is currently working as project architect and design team leader at HIJJAS 
architects & planners, developing competition schemes and innovative projects such as 
Residence for Lim, Penang; Paramit Bio factory , Penang; Lot 2 Commercial Office Tower, PJ 
Sentral; Barlow Residence, KL; EXPO Malaysian Pavillion; Waste to Energy Recycling Center; 
Hans Room Restaurant Chain; Centre for Excellence Recycling Center, Seremban, FINAS film 
center, Kuala Lumpur and TNB Masterplan and Headquarters Building.

At HIJJAS, she has been involved in the winning scheme for the Malaysian Expo Pavilion with 
the exploration of Glulam material for the first time as part of a sustainable criteria with ease 
of portability and constructability in Milan. She gained valuable exposure to sustainable design 
principles and their impact on the built environment while developing a green template for 
measuring the design effectiveness of sustainable design for the office and the launch of a sub-
consultancy to provide this service.

MALAYSIAN PAVILION, MILAN WORLD EXPO 15

Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life, the theme of 
Expo Milano 2015, is a clear and succinct call to the 
world to rethink the way food is produced and to 
recreate healthier and more sustainable farming 
and food production for the benefit of mankind. 
This powerful statement underpins the design of the 
Malaysian Pavilion, to form an architecture that not 
only emphasises better and more advanced sustainable 
food practices but also at the same time celebrates the 
country’s rich food culture, gastronomical diversity and 
health benefits from our food source.

As the country’s primary resource, the rainforest plays 
an important role in the lives of all Malaysians. The use 
of a broad variety of rainforest seeds date back hundreds 
of years, and to this day are prepared and served in 
innumerable recipes that reflect the gastronomically 
diverse backgrounds of Malaysia’s multi-ethnic diaspora. 

Conceptually, the building seed form expresses the food 
source of our nation, and we celebrate the rainforest 
seeds and their rich biodiversity. The formation of the 
four seeds takes one through a kaleidoscopic journey 
through Malaysia with each seed encompassing visitors 
with different experiences and levels of engagement, 
while bringing to bear our attention to the symbiotic 
relationship we have with the rainforest.

The Glulam used for the Malaysia Pavilion is from 
a variety of sustainable-sourced hardwood, pieced 
together with the utmost care and precision. Stronger 
than steel, Glulam has greater strength and stiffness 
than comparable size dimensional lumber. Each member 
of the laminated wood was manufactured in Malaysia, 
then packed and shipped to Italy, to be carefully pieced 
together, one piece at a time.


